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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION MUNTH(5) FROM 

status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

23)0 This actionis FINAL. 2b)E This actionis non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
Disposition of Cliimr ^''"""'^ 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213 

4) ^ Claim(s) U28 Is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are w/ithdrawn from consideration. 

5) S Claim(s) 21-24 is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1-4.6.7.9.10.15 anrt9fi is/are rejected. 

7) 13 Clalm(s) 5.8.11-14.16-20 anri 9fi.7fi is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

^om The drawing(s) filed on 05 March 2002 is/are: aM accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)n Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received 

15) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 - 4, 6, 9, 10, 15 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Patent No. 5,140,9285 to Frick. 

3. Regarding claim 1, Frick discloses a fishing system to be mounted to a boat, the system 
comprising: a housing 32; a mast 14 disposed on the housing 32; a first actuator 78 connected to 
and rotating the mast 14 and a second actuator 52 connected to and pivoting the mast 14. Frick 
discloses the claimed invention except for the mast being disposed in the housing and the second 
actuator pivoting the housing. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to locate the mast within the housing and pivot the entire 
housing instead of solely the mast, since it has been held that rearranging parts of an invention 
involves only routine skill in the art. In re Japiske, 86 USPQ 70. 

4. Regarding claim 2, Frick discloses the system including a holding plate 60. 

5. Regarding claim 3, Frick discloses the claimed invention except for the holding plate 
having bearing journals and support trunions. It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use bearing journals and support 
trunions, since it was known in the art that journals assist in rotational components and trunions 
assist in supporting structures. 
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6. Regarding cIm„ 4, F«k fcloses second ac.* 52 being eoupled ,o d>e holding 
-plate-60: 



7. Regaling claim 6, Frick di^ta d,e cto«l invention except ^^^u being 
.nade of ea*on fiber. I. would have been obvious ,o one having o,*ary skill in fl,e ar. a, «,e 
fae invention was n«de to make the mas. to carbon fiber, smce it has been held to be 
within the genera. skiU of a wotker in the art ,„ sd«, a town materia,, which catbon fiber is 
on the basis of its snitabifity for the mte^led .e as a matter of obvions des.^t choice. /„ re 
iesAin, 125 USPQ 416. 

8- R^8»l'»8'>laim 9, Frick discloses the actuatot. being electro-hydr^rhc. 

9- Regarding claim 10, Frick discloses a base p» 38 rotatably connected to the mast 14. 

10. R«8^8olaiml5,Frickdiscloses,heclaimedinventionexceptf„raclamp. Frick 
^.loses training mean, which can be »y art reco^^ed cnivalent. to inclnde a clamp. 

11. Re8«'liiigclaim25,seepaiagraphs3and7above. 

'2. Claim 7 is teiected under 35 U.S.C. § ,03 as bring nnpatentable over Frick in vew of US 
Patent No. 5,445.102 to Rupp. Fnck discloses the inv«otio„ sn^^tially as cla,med. See 
P^gt^h 3 above. However, Frick does not disclose the mast being fo™^ of three parts 
.elescopicaUy connected. Rupp teaches telescopically connecting membets in the same field of 
-deavor for the putpose of connecting outrigger m™,ber. ,t would have been obvious to one 

havingot^^skillmtiteariattitetimethemventionwasmadetotelescopicallyconnectthe 
mast members in order ,. *w extending retiacting a». pivoting of dte mas. Fu,«,er Fnck 

discloses the clahned invention except for the mast being fomted h, tbtee parts. ,t would have 

^en Obvious to one having ordina,, ,kill in the art at tite time the invention was made to fon. 



Application/Control Number: 10/091,078 



Page 4 



Art Unit: 3644 

the mast of any number of parts, since it has been held that mere duplication of the essential 
_w.orking-parts-of^a-device-invoivesl5nlyr6ut in the art. St, Regis Paper Co. v. Bemis Co., 

193 USPQ 8. 



1 3 . Claims 2 1 - 24 are allowed. 

14. Claims 5, 8, 1 1 - 14, 16 - 20 and 26 - 28 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Bret Hayes at 
telephone number (703) 306-0553. The examiner can normally be reached Monday through 
Friday from 7:00 am to 4:30 pm, Eastern Standard Time. 

If attempts to contact the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Jordan, can be reached at (703) 306-4159. The fax number for this group is 
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